St. Wilfrid’s Church of England
Primary Academy
Year 1 Autumn Term Newsletter
Welcome to Year 1.
We hope that you find this newsletter a useful tool as we start a new year. We welcome all our new
children into our classes and we look forward to working with you all.

Our Curriculum:
Maths
Our focus topics will include addition, subtraction,
money, measuring and time. We will be encouraging
the children to use number lines and to record
numbers correctly. Correct vocabulary will be used
such as more, increase, total, altogether, difference,
minus, subtract, takeaway, less and decrease.
Please try to practise recognising and writing
numbers up to 100 and encourage your child to count
on in their heads, eg. 6 add 5, so start at 6 ... 7 8 9
10 11.
English
This term in English we will be looking at captions,
stories and poetry. We will also be focusing on
phonics, handwriting, letter formation and
punctuation. The children will be learning to write in
sentences, starting with capital letters and ending
with a full stop.
We will be sending a ‘Guided’ reading book as well
as a ‘home reader’ each week. The guided book
may be challenging and therefore we would ask that
you read with them, encouraging them to sound out
tricky words and recall key words. The home reader
is a book your child has chosen. This book is to be
shared in the home for enjoyment. Comprehension
is vital at this stage of development so please begin
to ask questions about what has happened and who
the main characters are in the story.
Science
This term our Science focus will be the seasons and
looking at weather changes. The children will go on
nature walks and identify a number of trees and
flowers in our environment. They will be able to label
the structure of plants and trees.
Computing
Year 1 will go to the Computing suite for their
computing lessons. Please could you help your child
learn their username to log on the school computers.
These will be sent home soon.
Topic
In Geography we will be looking at mapping skills
and drawing simple routes. In History we will be
looking at the history of toys and how these have
changed and developed over time. In Art we will be
colour mixing whilst looking at Mondrian. As we

Our Learning Challenges:
Can I observe and record changes in the weather?
Can I identify and label some flora and fauna on a nature
walk?
Can I explain what is meant by the past?
Can I talk about the toys I have played with in my lifetime?
Can I ask and answer questions about toys from the past?
Can I make a timeline and label it?
Can I recall the similarities and differences between my toys
and toys from the past?
Can I design a moving toy using a mechanism?
Can I create a natural sculpture based on another artists
work?
Can I create an observational drawing/painting using colour
and texture?
Can I draw and label a simple map?
Can I write my own address?
Can I identify and sort some physical and human features?

Recommended Websites
www.saintwilfrids.wigan.sch.uk/

Twitter Accounts to follow
St_Wilfrids_CE

Home Learning:
Reading
In order to be competent readers, children need to read regularly
at home and school. Parents are asked to encourage their
children to read regularly and to read for pleasure. We ask
parents to sign and date reading diaries every time you hear
your child read and ensure books are in school on the following
days: Wednesday 1P, Monday 1R and 1F. Reading diaries will
be checked in school and we expect a minimum of three entries/
comments a week. This is an ideal opportunity to question your
child on their understanding of the text, to improve their
comprehension skills and vocabulary.
English, Maths and Topic/Research - Please refer to the
homework grid inside homework books and complete tasks over
the term. 1R, 1F and 1P please hand homework books in on
Wednesday, these will be returned each Friday.
Spellings are also inside homework books. These are to be

A message from the PTFA…
The PTFA would like to thank you for your continuous
support and commitment. Last year was another
successful year for the PTFA, with a wide range of events
raising money to purchase new resources and support
school themed events and Dance Festival, which all
impact on the children’s education. We would welcome
any suggestions for future fundraising events.

Autumn Term 2017 Diary Dates:
w/c Monday 11th September
Friday 15th September
Monday 18th September
Friday 22nd September
Thursday 5th October
Tuesday 10th October
Friday 13th October
Monday 16th October
Tuesday 17th October
Thursday 19th October

Life Education Workshops for all classes
Welcome to Reception Meeting 2.45pm
PTFA AGM 6.30pm
Harvest Festival
9.30am KS2 and 10.30am KS1
Parents’ Evening 6.00—8.00pm
Parents’ Evening 3.30—5.30pm
PTFA Family Night
Pearl of Africa Gospel Choir to perform to School (Fundraising Event)
School Photographs (Individual and Families)
School closes for Half Term

Monday 30th October
w/c Monday 13th November
Friday 1st December
Thursday 7th December
TBC
Friday 8th December
Tuesday 19th December

School reopens for Autumn Term 2
UK Parliament Week—Themed Week on British Values
Christmas Fair at 3.30pm (Non-Uniform Day)
Christingle Service at Church
PTFA Story Time with Santa
Christmas Disco for Y3, 4 and 5 children
Carol Service at Church KS1 9.30am and KS2 10.30am

Additional Information:

Reminders:

Playground Equipment and Games: Children are not
allowed to use any of the playground equipment
(including the KS1 bridge) or bring in balls to play with
before and after school. Also children are not permitted
to use bikes or scooters on the school grounds. This is
for Health and Safety reasons.

Attendance and Punctuality: Good attendance is
crucial in your child’s attendance. If your child is unwell
and unable to attend school please notify the office staff.
School doors open at 8.50am. Registration commences
at 8.55am and closes at 9.00am. Children arriving after
9.00am must report to the office before arriving at their
classroom. Attendance certificates will be awarded for
children with 100% attendance during the Autumn Term.

PE: PE lessons will take place on Wednesday and
Thursday. Children will be expected to wear PE kit,
consisting of a sky blue T-shirt, navy or black shorts and
a pair of black pumps. These should be kept in a draw
string bag. Please ensure that your child has the
appropriate kit on their PE days.
Extra Curricular Activities: During the year there will
be a wide range of extra curricular activities for your child
to attend. Letters will be sent out in the next couple of
weeks with information about how you can access these
clubs.

Recommended Websites:
Phonics-www.phonicsplay.co.uk
English-www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1
Maths-www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years
Computing-www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
Topic-www.topmarks.co.uk/autumn/what-is-autumn

School Uniform: Please ensure that children wear the
correct academy uniform and look smart. This includes
black shoes. We strongly encourage you to have your
child’s name clearly marked or labelled in all items of
clothing. Please ensure that your child comes to school
with a warm coat. We encourage hair accessories, such
as hair bands and bobbles, to be consistent with the
colour of the uniform e.g. sky blue, navy, grey or black.
Water bottles: Children are encouraged to drink water
during the day to keep them hydrated. They may bring in
a water bottle (preferably clear) with their name labelled
on it. They should take it home regularly to be washed.
Children can refill bottles in school .
Snacks: Children may bring in a snack of either toast
or a piece of fruit for morning playtime. Other items such
as cakes, biscuits, crackers, sweets, cereal or fruit bars
are not permitted at playtime.
Jewellery: For Health and Safety reasons, children
are not permitted to wear any jewellery, including

Thank you for your support. We look forward to an exciting year!
Year 1 Team:
Mrs Pryttherch, Mrs Rooney, Miss Finch
Mrs Battarbee, Mrs Cain, Mrs Bolton

