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Beyond Living Memory: The Great Fire of London Year 1 
Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific 

Vocabulary

Exciting Books

London The capital of England, where 
the Great Fire started.

Samuel Pepys A very important person who 
was alive during the Great Fire. 
He wrote about it in a diary.

Pudding Lane A street in London  where the 
fire started, 

Leather 
Bucket

A bucket made from leather, 
which was used to put the fire 
out. 

Sticky Knowledge about history 
beyond living memory

Water Squirter Firefighters used water squirters 
to battle the fire.  The fire happened between the 2nd and 5th of 

September 1666.

Diary A book that a person can 
write in. They write about 
events and experiences in 
their life.

 In the olden days houses were made of wood and 

straw. They were also built very close together which 

made the fire spread quickly.

St Paul’s 
Cathedral

A famous religious building in 
London that was destroyed by 
the fire.  The fire also spread quickly because of the strong winds. 

 Samuel Pepys buried cheese, wine and books in his 

garden when the fire started. Firefighters People who are trained to put 
out fires/ 

 The fire lasted for 4 days and it destroyed more than 

13,000 homes. 


